SHAKESPEARE                     107

About his life we know very little. He was born at
Stratford-on-Avon in 1564, and was possibly educated
at the grammar school there," Of his studies we can
only conjecture: his friend Ben Jonson said that he
had " small Latin, and less Greek." At the age of
nineteen, he married Ann Hathaway, who was a few
years older than himself. There were children, but
the marriage was not happy, and Shakespeare ran
away to London. He seems to have made at once for
the theatre, but whether he at once became an actor
we cannot be sure. What is certain is that by 1592,
ten years after his marriage, and eight years after the
birth of a twin son and daughter, he was already* well
known, as an actor and as a playwright. We know this
from an attack upon him by an older playwright,
- Robert Greene, who, in his pamphlet A Groatsworth of
Wit, warned Marlowe and his " fellow Schollers " that
it was no use their continuing to write plays, since
there was " an upstart crow, beautified with our
feathers, that with his Tygers heart wrapt in a Players
hide supposes he is as well able to bumbast out blanke
verse as the best of you : and... is in his owne conceit
the onely Shake-scene in a countrie." In the third part
of Henry VI occurs the line " 0 Tiger's heart wrapt
in a woman's hide," which, with the pun "Shake-
scene," make it clear at whom Greene was hitting.
That Shakespeare was well thought of is proved by
the publishers' apology for the attack, which was
printed a few months later. In 1594, Shakespeare
appeared as an actor before Queen Elizabeth, as a
-member of a company known as The Chamberlain's
Men. His long poems, Venus and Adonis (1593) and
The Rape ofLucrece (1594) were dedicated to the Earl